[Rounded nodular atelectasis: computerized tomography and magnetic resonance appearances].
Rounded atelectasis is a rare form of lung collapse whose X-ray appearance can be confused with that of tumors, especially nodular forms. We studied 14 such lesions with computerized tomography, finding that all were rounded and subpleural, specifically in the thickened pleura visceralis. The radiological sign that was most useful for diagnosis was the arc of the proximal vessels in the direction of the lesion. Such an arc was present in all the cases we reviewed. Other radiological signs such as brightness of the surrounding parenchyma, loss of volume in the affected lobe and the presence of air bronchogram were found in 10, 7 and 7 patients, respectively. When the X-ray appearance clearly indicates a diagnosis of rounded nodular atelectasis, we recommend that no additional diagnostic procedure be made. Three lesions in our sample were studied by magnetic resonance, which revealed the characteristic hypointense curves in all sequences done on 2 patients. The usefulness of computerized tomography in the diagnosis of this entity relegates magnetic resonance to a second plane.